
The Church 

“...the arms of Christ in our time and place…” 

at Horseshoe Bay 

                                                   A Note of Gratitude from the Board of Trustees 

 

“Give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

We all experience storms in life but rarely do we all experience the same storm at the same time.  To find gratitude, 

to be able to praise God in the midst of the storm can be so difficult.  Scientific studies have shown that when folks 

write down three things a day for which they are grateful over a short period of 21 days or even longer, up to 10 

weeks, they sleep better, enjoy a healthier body, feel more joy, and are generally more optimistic.  Your Trustees 

want those benefits for each of you and pray that even in the midst of this storm, through gratitude, we begin to live a 

more joyful, fulfilling, healthier life, to be able to be a light to others as well.  We encourage you to share what you are 

grateful for with a friend or family member during this time.   

Here are a few things we are grateful for: 

…although our church family is not together physically, our hearts are knit together through our love of Christ and our 

love for each other. 

…our prayer teams, who faithfully pray for the needs of our congregation and beyond. Please continue to join them in 

prayer. 

…our pastors and staff, who continue to shepherd our flock through their phone calls, mini worship services, devo-

tionals, Bible studies, emails, and letters. 

…our congregation, who continue to provide for our church, our pastors and staff, and our benevolence agencies 

through their tithes and gifts. 

…our staff, who continue to find creative ways to complete tasks and assist our congregation. 

…our Remembrance Garden where we can safely distance ourselves yet experience God’s beautiful gifts of nature; 

and this week, experience The Stations of the Cross. 

As we look toward Easter, let us remember the greatest gift ever given and give thanks for the eternal blessings giv-

en to us through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  His sacrifice paid our sin debt and gave us eternal life.  Let this 

be our constant comfort through the storms of life.   

“But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Corinthians 15:57  
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It is a bitter time. Last week my brother was laid off from his job and knows he will be out of work for weeks to come. 

Another brother is in the restaurant business … and you know how that is going for those in this industry. A few days 

ago, our son learned the company he works for will implement across-the-board pay cuts that will last the rest of this 

year. But others are far more devastated: death has come to them and their families. The tears are real and painful 

and deep. 

If we have learned anything about coronavirus, it is this disease is no respecter of persons. It devastates equally. It 

also re-taught us that we really don’t have control over our lives. A month ago we were out and about in our daily rou-

tines. Today we are shuttered at home for who knows how long. In such a time Christians, of course, pray. We are 

familiar with the very helpful A.C.T.S. form of prayer: adoration, confession, thanksgiving and supplication. This form 

rightly guides and grounds us in our prayer life. But such a time calls for another prayer form – one we seldom en-

gage because it is an uncomfortable form … and it takes faith to pray it: lament.  

Dictionaries define lament as “feeling or expressing sorrow or grief.” True enough. But Biblical lament does more 

than voicing or releasing pent-up emotions. It is more than catharsis. Biblical lament calls us to see brokenness, to 

wrestle with it, to address it, to navigate it.  

Lament is the prayer language for living between the poles of struggle and trust. Lament is the prayer language when 

the world’s brokenness is our brokenness. Lament is the prayer language of address to God when life is perplexing 

and desperate. Like now.   

Scripture embraces lament. The Old Testament book of Lamentations is one long lament. The Old Testament proph-

et Habakkuk engages in lament. A third or more of the Psalms are psalms of lament. In the Garden of Gethsemane 

and on the cross Jesus cried in lament. Psalm 13 gives us the essential prayer form for lament. (1) Addressing God 

(v. 1): “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?” The crucial first step is to address God; choosing to talk to 

God. Lament turns toward God when grief / sorrow tempts us away from God. (2) Bring the complaint (v. 2): “How 

long must I wrestle? … How long must I sorrow? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?” Lament gets 

straight at it with God. No holds barred. (3) Ask boldly (v.3): “Look on me and answer, O Lord my God. Give light to 

my eyes or I will sleep in death.” Lament dares to hope in, and expect from, God. (4) Choose to trust: (vv.5-6): “But I 

have trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord for God has been good to 

me.” This is the destination for our lament – trust and renewing our confidence in God as we navigate the broken-

ness of life.  

One person has said, “To cry is 

human, to lament is Christian.” 

The practice of lament is one of 

the most Biblical acts we can do. 

We lament because we know 

pain, grief, sorrow. We lament 

because we know God is sover-

eign and good. Though supply 

chains may break, shelves be 

bare, an economy that teeters 

and disease that comes to our 

city and perhaps even to our 

home, we know God’s promises. 

We believe in God’s power to 

deliver. We know the tomb is 

empty and Christ is alive. Maybe 

it’s time for a good lament. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Malcolm 

Musings 



Average 8:15 Attendance 48

Average 9:30 Attendance 83

Average 11:00 Attendance 171

Average Sunday School Total Attendance 102

Last YTD

Actual

YTD

Budget

YTD

 Actual

Operating Contributions 213,636$         276,419$             226,036$             

Miscellaneous Income 5,746$              3,150$                 3,282$                 

Operating Expenses (190,047)$        (223,717)$            (223,122)$            

Benevolence Allocation (58,812)$          (74,170)$              (44,426)$              

Net Excess/(Shortfall) (29,477)$          (18,318)$              (38,230)$              

Benevolence Fund Expenses (132,472)$        (179,170)$            

Note there was one donation of $100,000 in March for COVID-19 shutdown

that is not included in the operating contributions shown above.

Financial Report and Attendance for March 2020

Remaining steadfast in our vision to become a dollar-for-dollar congregation

If you see a bus in the Church 

parking lot, it is being used by 

MFISD and Llano ISD students 

who do not have internet. The 

buses are equipped with Wi-Fi 

so the students can stay in their 

car, near the bus and access the 

internet to complete their 

school work while distance 

learning and social distancing. 

What if everyone on Sunday April 5 in the morning, puts a branch on the door of their house or on the win-
dow, to celebrate Palm Sunday? Through this green branch on your door, we remember each other and    
Jesus’ sacrifice for us, as we enter into the holiest week of the Christian calendar. 

It could be any green branch you can get. This would help, despite the social distancing, to be connected as 
we enter into the Holiest of Weeks. 

Want to join?  

We may be physically isolated, but not separated. We are united 
as the body of Christ. 

We are the Church. 



 
Weekly  

Communication 
Schedule 

Mondays: 

Notification from BOT as 
needed 

Wednesdays: 

Weekly Devotional 

Fridays: 

Weekly Bible Study 

Saturday Evening: 

Weekly Abbreviated Sunday 
Service and Prayer List 

Our Daily Bread devotionals for 

April, May and June are available 

outside the church office for you 

to pick up at your convenience 

while the office is closed. 

Visit the Church website  

(church-hsb.org) 

or “like us” on Facebook to stay 
up-to-date. 

There are many ways to stay connected during this difficult 

time. Your church staff is continuing to find ways to help you 

connect. You can access all past sermons, new abbreviated 

sermons, new bible studies, and new weekly devotionals from 

the church website, look us up on Facebook, or feel free to 

contact the church office at 830-598-8390. We also have 2 

church Apps that you can download onto your smart phone or 

Ipad that will give you access to sermons, the church directo-

ry, the calendar, online giving and more. We would be happy 

to walk your through this process if you are interested. 

    WEBSITE:     www.church-hsb.org 

Below, you will see a schedule of when you can expect to see 

emails from the church. If you know of someone who does not 

have access to email, please contact us so that we may find 

alternate ways to stay connected! 

Freezer Friends have meals available to those who 

are unable to leave their homes. Contact Gail 

Matthews if you are in need of a frozen meal.  

830-613-8141 

 

Our church has partnered 
volunteers with people 

from our congregation and           
community who are at 

high risk and are confined 
to their homes but need 
groceries, medicine and 
other required items. If 

you need assistance, 
please use this email:   

 
hsbvolunteers@gmail.com 

or call the church office. 



         Donna Sugg 4/23 

         Steve Reel 4/25 

Vicki Mansheim 4/5  Jim Hower 4/9  Jim Jorden 4/16  Irv Boshears 4/26 

Mary O'Connell 4/5  Joy Van Der Pool 4/10  Ken Burgess Sr. 4/17  Carole Minyard 4/26 

Sara Teague 4/5  Heather Parsons 4/10  Bil Wines 4/17  Jarrett Bates 4/26 

Donna Wheeler 4/5  LuLu Glass 4/11  Carolyn Davis 4/20  Wayne Ratisseau 4/27 

Dorothy Long 4/6  Sanny Sue Hoffman 4/11  Barbara Derse 4/20  Toni Covin 4/28 

Joan Randell 4/6  Tari Pilgreen 4/11  Spencer Davies 4/21  Jamie Deyhle 4/28 

Amy Bonds 4/7  Barbara Fox 4/13  Jay Harris 4/21  Patricia White 4/28 

Vicki Grimm 4/7  Rob Roser 4/13  Wilma Jamison 4/22  Jerry Bonds 4/29 

Georgia McDaniel 4/7  Carla Rowland 4/14  Susan Kelso 4/23  Kay Gibert 4/29 

Dennis Jensen 4/8  Donna Canter 4/16  Bob Lambert 4/23  Dwight King 4/29 

Jimmie Lapham 4/8  Joel Elliott 4/16  Dick Nicholson 4/23  Kristi Lofton 4/29 

         Linda Amstutz 4/30 

Since 2015, The Church at Horseshoe Bay has recreated The Stations 
of the Cross in the beautiful Remembrance Garden behind the church 
overlooking Lake LBJ and the community of Horseshoe Bay.  Beginning 
on Palm Sunday, April 5th , and continuing through Easter Sunday, 
April 12th , The Stations of the Cross will be open for a self-guided tour.    
Posted at each station will be a Scripture, a Reflection and a Prayer.  
We invite the entire Highland Lakes Community to experience The 
Stations of the Cross this Easter season. 

We ask that all guests strictly adhere to the restrictions associated 
with the coronavirus while visiting The Stations of the Cross.  In partic-
ular, please adhere to social distancing from others in the garden, and 
do not touch the crosses, plaques, etc. that are along the walking 
route.   

Special thanks to the Jarrard;s for making this tradition come alive 
each year. 

Karen & Steve Jarrard 4/4  Joanne & Bill Thomas 4/14  Andrea & Jerry Osborne 4/20 

Shirley & Jim Murrell 4/10  Jules & Tom Mills 4/17  Bonnie & Joe DeAtkine 4/25 

Sandy & John Smith 4/13  Barbara & John Racz 4/18  Ora Dell & J.T. McMahon 4/27 

      Claire & Raymond Ploeger 4/27 

 

April Anniversaries 



Committee Showcase – Congregational Fellowship 

Frances Highsmith, Chair 

CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 

Congregational Fellowship consists of Men of Faith (MOF), Women of the Word (WOW), Special Events, Coffee         

Fellowship and Church Historian/Archivist.  These groups support so many activities in our church and community and 

we encourage those who would like to volunteer in our church to join one or all of these active and friendly committees. 

MEN OF FAITH (MOF) 

The Men of Faith is every man in The Church at Horseshoe Bay. MOF’s mission is to create opportunities for fellowship, 
spiritual growth, and sharing the gospel message for the men of the Highland Lakes. The Steering Committee for MOF is 
composed of 30 members from numerous churches in the area.  They host a monthly Prayer Breakfast on the fourth 
Saturday of each month, and they sponsor two men’s conference’s each year usually in the spring and fall. They also    
co-host with WOW in a joint emphasis Sunday during the year. Additionally, they also help out other church groups when 
needed.  If you would like to join this wonderful group, please contact Kyle Womack at womky1252@gmail.com.  

WOMEN OF THE WORD (WOW) 

Women of the Word is every woman in our congregation! Their mission is they serve as the hands and feet of Christ for 
the Church.  The WOW committee currently has 44 members who coordinates WOW ’s activities. The Chairman for 2020 
is Kristi Lofton. WOW sponsors the Sunshine House in February.  They collect items for Hill Country Children’s Advoca-
cy Center.  The Sunshine House supports children who have been abused providing safety, justice, healing and educa-
tion.  Additionally, WOW hosts a Women’s Retreat and Women’s Luncheon each year for all ladies of the community. 
The Retreat and Luncheon invite outside speakers with a Christian message to address the attendees. All ladies in the 
congregation are invited to be a part of the WOW Committee. You may contact Kristi Lofton at kristilee-
lofton@gmail.com.  There will not be a WOW meeting in April. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

The Special Events Committee currently has 26 ladies. Their mission is to bring church members attending our three 
Sunday church services together for combined fellowship. The Committee plans three church-wide events each year.  
The Chili/Soup Supper was the first event for 2020.  The next events will be in September and November.  The Commit-
tee welcomes any lady who would like to participate our group!  You may email Frances Highsmith at 
franh1945@gmail.com if you wish to join. 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

Coffee Fellowship is a great opportunity to volunteer and make new friends.  We currently have two coffee fellowships.  

One at 9:15 (following the first service) and another at 10:30 (following the Casual Service).  It is very easy to host a   

coffee fellowship as most of the work is provided for you, and it is nice way to visit with other members between services. 

Karen Landholt, who works in the church nursery, makes the coffee for both fellowships and also helps plate the cookies 

and does the clean up after the fellowships!   

 If you would choose to host one of the fellowships, you would be responsible for bringing cookies and perhaps making 
some punch to go along with the coffee and cookies.  We also encourage those of you who love to bake to make 
some cookies and donate those to the church for the fellowships.  We have a sign-up board in the Fellowship 
Hall, or you may contact Frances Highsmith at franh1945@gmail.com 

                       CHURCH HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST 

Jim Jorden is our Church Historian. Jim compiled a wonderful book An Illustrated and Interpreted 
History of The Church at Horseshoe Bay, in 2018.  It covers the entire period of the church’s        
existence from 1982 through 2017. The book is available for purchase in the Church Office for 
$5.00.  If you are a new member and have not had the chance to purchase one, please do.  It will 
give you some wonderful insight on The Church at Horseshoe Bay. 
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